The purpose of this study is to evaluate the height velocity for bone age in children with non-endocrine short stature (NESS). 181 radiographs of the hand and wrist were selected from 52 male children with NESS. The Tanner-Whitehouse II (TW II) RUS scoring system was employed, and the score was converted to the bone age for Japanese children. When the height velocity for bone age was analyzed for each year , mean values were almost parallel to the mean height velocity curve for normal boys, and the peak height velocity for bone age was recognized at 13 years, the age at which the peak height velocity for chronological age is also recognized in normal boys. Most height velocity SD scores in NESS were below 0 SD (77 .9%).
Introduction
Sizonenko et al. [1] reported a longitudinal study which showed no difference in bone age at peak height velocity among normal children with advanced puberty, normal puberty and delayed puberty. We studied whether the same might be true in children with non-endocrine short stature (NESS), who often showed delayed puberty when studied by a semi-longitudinal method.
Subjects and Methods
Subjects were 52 male children with NESS whose bone ages were evaluated at least twice, and 181 radiographs of the hand and wrist were selected. Height SD scores for chronological age in these children had been below -2SD. They showed normal growth hormone (GH) reponse in at least one provocation test (Peak GH values were above 10ng/ml, except in the glucagon-propranolol test in which they were avobe 15ng/ml). The RUS scoring system of Tanner-Whitehouse II method was employed, and the score was converted to the bone age for Japanese children [2] . The bone age was evaluated by one observer. The Fig . 1 -b. 
